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.Å×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ ΪΩ - 3ÐÒÉÎÇ ΤΡΣΦ 

Welcome to the Spring issue of the White Admiral. Thank you to all those 

who attended our conference. The speakers really delivered on the theme 

of ôNatureõs New Scientistsõ and it was great to hear how technology is 

advancing the study and understanding of so many species. For those who 

couldnõt make it, the talks are gradually becoming available online at 

www.sns.org.uk.  

In the run up to the conference I was able to take loan of 3 camera traps, to 

trial in my garden, to gather footage to be displayed at the stands of the 

conference. I was amazed at the effectiveness of these cameras and the 

results that were returned in such a short amount of time. Using 3 

different specifications of camera I was able to set up a time -lapse on a 

bird feeder, a motion triggered video trap (with infra -red night vision) and 

a LED flash motion -triggered camera (that shoots in colour at night) in the 

garden. The cameras were simple to use and just required a set of AA 

batteries and an SD card to get started. In under a week I was able to 

capture quite a lot of activity in the garden, including the habits of our 

neighbourõs cats and one of the highlights was a wood mouse at 1.00 a.m. 

(on the infra -red). The camera traps were brilliant fun and it was with 

great anticipation that I would look through, each morning, the previous 

24 hours footage. One will certainly be on my Christmas list this year!  

Thank you to all those who sent in copy for the White Admiral. You donõt 

need to be an expert and new contributors will always be welcome, details 

can be found at www.sns.org.uk or contact me with the details below.  

%ÄÉÔÏÒȡ "ÅÎ (ÅÁÔÈÅÒ 

3ÕÆÆÏÌË "ÉÏÌÏÇÉÃÁÌ 2ÅÃÏÒÄÓ #ÅÎÔÒÅȟ  

ÃȾÏ )ÐÓ×ÉÃÈ -ÕÓÅÕÍȟ (ÉÇÈ 3ÔÒÅÅÔȟ )ÐÓ×ÉÃÈȟ )0Σ Υ1( 
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7ÈÁÔȭÓ ÏÎȩ 

!ÆÒÉÃÁ !ÌÉÖÅ "ÉÏÂÌÉÔÚ ΤΣÓÔ Ǫ ΤΤÎÄ *ÕÎÅ 

ôAfrica Aliveõ wildlife park in Kessingland will be holding its own bioblitz 

on the 21st and 22nd of June. Run by the Zoological Society of East Anglia, 

the aim of the event will be to record as many different species as possible. 

The park features a wide range of habitats including a lake, marshland, 

meadows and woodland. For more details contact Sara Goatcher on 

sara.goatcher@africa-alive.co.uk or 01502 744125. 

3ÕÒÖÅÙÉÎÇ Ǫ ÒÅÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ 3ÕÆÆÏÌË 3ÐÅÃÉÅÓ ΤΫÔÈ *ÕÌÙ 

Suffolk Wildlife Trust invites you to come and join the County recorders & 

Suffolk Naturalistsõ Society at Carlton Marshes on the 29th July to learn 

how to survey and record a selection of the following species: butterflies, 

dragonflies, birds, wildflowers and freshwater invertebrates. There will 

also be a trip to Pakefield beach to record shingle plants and molluscs 

along the strandline. For more information or to book online visit: http://

www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org/recording -suffolk -species alternatively phone 

01473 890089. Come along, its free...  

"ÕÔÔÅÒÆÌÙ #ÏÎÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ %ÖÅÎÔÓ 

25th April - New Members Day at Martlesham Common  

(An indoor training session, followed by practical butterfly watching on an excellent 

site. 10:30 am start Contact: Sharon Hearle 01638 731648).  

14th May - Dingy Skipper Week at Kingõs Forest  

(Assemble at access track to John OõGroats cottages, on west side of B1106. First 

count at Kingõs Archery Site. Please enquire in advance to notify availability and 

whether you can assist with other locations. Surveys continue until 23rd May. 

10:30am. Leader: Bill Stone 07906 888603).  

24th May - Moth Night  

(Session at Lackford Lakes SWT reserve. Meet: The reserve car park at 9.00pm. 

Bring a torch. Time: 9pm - late. Leader: Tony Prichard 01473 270047).  

31st May - Butterflies of the Shotley Peninsula  

(A walk around the Shotley/Harkstead/Stutton area to look for butterflies. Long 

http://www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org/recording-suffolk-species
http://www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org/recording-suffolk-species
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walk possible. Meet: Bristol Arms, bottom of Bristol Hill, Shotley. 10:30am. Leader: 

Bill Stone 07906 888603)  

27th June - National Insect Week - Moth Night  

(Joint event with Ipswich Borough Council Wildlife Rangers at Orwell Country 

Park. Moth trapping & possibility to look for Glow worms. Meet: Pipers Vale car 

park (Orwell Country Park). 20:30 - late. Contact: IBC Wildlife Rangers 01473 

433994). 

9th July & 16th July - Silver -studded Blue Survey at RSPB Minsmere  

(Meet: Park at wardenõs lodge just before RSPB car park. Please register in 

advance. Time: 10:00am (bring a packed lunch). Leader: Rob Parker 01284 705476)  

15th July - Kenton Hills  

(Butterfly walk, species to include White Admiral and early Grayling. Bring lunch. 

Meet: Meet in Kenton Hills Car Park. Time: 10.30am. Contact: Peter Maddison 

01473 736607). 

20th July - Gardening for butterflies at Flatford Mill  

(There will be information & advice about gardening for butterflies and other 

wildlife. Meet: Flatford Mill RSPB wildlife garden. Time: 11:00am ð 16:00. Contact: 

Bill Stone 07906 888603).  

3/' %ÖÅÎÔÓ 

26th April - Shingle Street and Sandlings  

(Meet at Coastguard Cottages car park at 9.00 am. (Long walk possible). Leader: 

Steve Fryett. Tel. 01394 383413).  

11th May - Eastbridge - Off the Beaten Track  

(Meet at Eastbridge at 7.00 am. (Long walk possible). Map Ref: TM452666. Leader: 

Ashley Gooding. Tel. 01473 415651).  

17th May - Lakenheath and Lackford  

(Meet at Lakenheath (RSPB) car park at 9.00 am. Map Ref: TL719863. Leaders: Gi 

Grieco. Tel. 07814 137432 and Dave Pearsons. Tel. 01473 726581).  

6th June - Blaxhall Heath - Nightjars  

(Meet at Blaxhall Heath at 9.00 pm (21.00 hrs). Map Ref: TM383565. Leader: 

Ashley Gooding. Tel. 01473 415651).  

13th June - Minsmere (RSPB) Reserve  

(Meet at Reserve car park at 7.00 pm for evening walk ending with Nightjars on 

the heath. Leader: Paul Gowen. Tel. 01473 311263).  

5th July - Stanford Training Area, Near Thetford  

(Permits have been reserved for 15 SOG members to visit this unique unspoilt 

area. Current fees will apply. For details, cost and to reserve your place, contact 

Jonathan Lawley. Tel.01449 711331. Leader. Paul Holness).  
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"Á×ÄÓÅÙ %ÁÓÔ "ÅÁÃÈ #ÌÉÆÆ ΤΫȢΣΤȢΤΡΣΥ 

This area has been undergoing 

extensive change, chiefly erosional, 

over the past few years.  This 

photograph encompasses a number 

of noticeable features within 

several metres.  

The main face of the cliff shows 

brown well -bedded shelly Red Crag 

resting on blue London Clay.  Its 

near-vertical nature shows that 

the base is regularly swept by 

waves which wash away fallen 

material.  Some fallen material 

awaits removal by another tide. To 

the left a landslide of sand was 

enabled not only by gravity but by 

lubrication from groundwater 

seepages at the crag/clay junction.  

To the right of the photograph 

small (triangular -shaped) masses 

of crag have trickled down (ôdebris 

fallõ) by gravity; an eroded field 

drain hangs from the cliff.  

The shore area in front of the cliff 

shows jointed London Clay eroded 

to form a wave -cut platform whilst 

the flint pebbles are a beach 

deposit on top of it.  The flints did 

not come from this cliff and were 

derived from further north and 

perhaps partly offshore.  

Bob Markham  
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/ÂÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ #ÁÒÒÉÏÎ #ÒÏ×Ó 

The appearance of carrion crows in 

the ôtop tenõ list of garden birds is 

of considerable interest. Is it a 

result of habit change, such as that 

recorded for the urban fox, or a 

changed perception of this ôb°te 

noirõ that for centuries featured 

prominently on gamekeeperõs 

gibbets.  

When I was young it was fairly 

confidently asserted that a single 

big black bird was a crow and 

those in some numbers were rooks. 

This may still be true in some 

cases but numbers over twenty can 

be seen after the breeding season 

in Christchurch Park, Ipswich and 

the maximum number I have seen 

recorded in ôSuffolk Birdsõ, for the 

roost along the Strand at 

Wherstead, has been 230.   

Carrion crows are fairly tolerant of 

all birds up to and including 

woodpigeon size but magpies are 

invariably ôseen offõ and at 

Strumpshaw Fen in Norfolk a 

sparrowhawk was observed which 

made the mistake of trying to roost 

too close to three crows. Working 

mainly in pairs they harried it off 

three of the row of skeletal trees 

used for roosting, landing either 

side of it and actually bouncing on 

the branch to unsettle it. 

Eventually it went. Sometimes 

though the tables are turned with 

a single crow observed in our 

garden, being pestered by two 

pairs of magpies, taking full 

adv an tage  o f  the i r  mo re 

streamlined and acrobatic flight 

possibilities, making the crow not 

just uncomfortable but very 

cumbersome in its attempts to 

avoid them.   

One crow, in a previous garden, 

developed a particular interest in 

the water areas. It particularly 

frequented shallow dishes of water, 

not just drinking but also getting 

0ÈÏÔÏ ÂÙȡ !ÌÌÁÎ +ÉÎÇ 
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right inside for a good ôsplashõ. 

Then it discovered the dunking 

potential of water, softening up 

hard chunks of bread from another 

garden and, when softer, using its 

claw to hold it on the rim of the 

container or eating it while still in 

the water. Usually half was 

consumed this way, the rest taken 

to the higher safety of a rooftop or 

gutter edge, to eat in a more 

leisurely manner.   

However this crow then turned its 

attention to our small pond, which 

had a small projecting platform in 

the centre. The few newts we had 

were extremely vulnerable, and 

frogs as well, since perched on the 

central platform its long bill could 

reach across the entire pond. After 

I observed it trying to get its bill 

inside a water snail I noisily dis -

couraged further pond approaches, 

using two strategically placed 

garden chairs close to the pond, 

trying not to dissuade other more 

welcome bird visitors.   

Sometimes behaviour appears to 

have no obvious explanation. One 

crow was observed, on our lawn, 

gathering needles from under a 

pine tree, obviously for a nest. It 

then proceeded to discard both the 

first and second bundles, before 

flying off with the third; quality 

control? In the deep snow of 2012 -

13 one of a pair was observed 

plunging its bill and head beneath 

the snow then lifting it out and 

shaking vigorously. This was 

repeated several times and the 

only explanations I can think of 

are getting fresh water to drink or 

ridding itself of bugs.   

The latest observation concerns 

the bountiful harvest from a 

walnut tree just beyond our 

garden. A grey squirrel has spent 

much time removing the hard 

outer shells and burying the edible 

contents in our lawn. Now, the 

grey squirrel isnõt a very tidy 

worker and this activity was 

obviously watched by a crow which 

has subsequently retrieved the 

tasty caches. Presumably, crows 

canõt themselves crack open the 

hard outer shell but a recent 

Christchurch Park wi ld l i fe 

newsletter by Reg Snook outlines 

another strategy. He has observed 

them taking walnuts from a tree 

close to the park and then 

dropping them from height onto 

the nearby Westerfield Road, at 

times of reduced traffic flow. How 

long will it be before these 

intelligent birds copy other species 

elsewhere in the world, which 

actually take advantage of heavy 

traffic? Hard nuts are dropped 

from a height in front of vehicles 

stopping at red lights. The birds 

just wait for the next stop signs to 

hastily retrieve the edible remains.  

Richard Stewart.   
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4ÒÁÃËÉÎÇ $Ï×Î 3ÕÆÆÏÌËȭÓ (ÅÄÇÅÈÏÇÓ 

0ÈÏÔÏ ÂÙȡ -ÉËÅ 4ÁÙÌÏÒ  

Hedgehogs have undergone a 

dramatic change in numbers in 

recent years. Various studies 

undertaken by ôThe Peopleõs Trust 

for Endangered Speciesõ indicate 

that they have declined by a least 

25%1 in the last ten years and this 

may be actually approaching 33%. 

This is a red alert situation and is 

comparable to the rate of global 

tiger declines. It is interesting that 

they seem to be disappearing from 

both urban, suburban and rural 

areas, so it appears that there may 

be multiple factors to consider, 

rather than a single cause.  

It is thought that the simplifica -

tion of the rural landscape through 

the creation of larger fields, with 

loss of permanent grassland, 

hedgerows, margins and other 

connecting habitat is significant.  

In addition, this makes the 

hedgehog more vulnerable to 

predation by increasing numbers of 

badgers, as there will be an 

increase in chance encounters. In 

towns, there has been a trend 

towards the loss of very large 

gardens to ôbacklandõ development, 

the building of new estates with 

small gardens and in many cases a 

move towards impermeable garden 

fences through which a hedgehog 

cannot pass. In parks and open 

spaces, the way that habitats are 

managed can also directly impact 

upon food availability and nesting 

sites. There has also been an 

increase in traffic but whilst the 

numbers of road deaths can be 

recorded, it is not known how 

significantly this impacts upon the 

total population. Lurking in the 

background are also the potential 

impacts of climate change, which 

could have a year -round effect. For 

example, episodes of weather 

http://www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org/hedgehogs
http://www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org/hedgehogs
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extremes could result in 

p oo r  su r v i v a l  i n 

hibernation or reduced 

breeding success, due 

to lack of food and 

poor body condition 

or fat reserves.  

What is remarkable is 

that for such a small 

animal, hedgehogs need 

to range widely. Radio 

tracking studies have shown 

that the average ôhome rangeõ of a 

male hedgehog is up to 30 hectares 

and in a single night he can travel 

2-3 kilometres in his search for 

food and a mate. Although females 

travel significantly less with 

annual ranges amounting to 

around 10 hectares, this is still a 

surprisingly large area.  

Consequently, a landscape that 

has become fragmented by roads, 

railways and fences will be 

increasingly difficult for a 

hedgehog to safely navigate.  

A Minimum Viable Population 

modelling analysis of hedgehogs in 

rural and urban habitats has been 

undertaken by The University of 

Oxford 2. In urban areas, where 

there are likely to be higher levels 

of food and shelter and lower 

predation pressure, the minimum 

viable population was calculated to 

be 32-60 hedgehogs occupying an 

area between 0.9 and 2.4 km 2. 

Extrapolating this to Ipswich, this  

 

 

means that the minimum area of 

suitable habitat far exceeds any 

single park or golf course. For 

example, it would encompass the 

whole of Christchurch Park, the 

Cemetery to the east and all the 

gardens that lie between.  

In rural areas, the model takes 

into account higher mortality rates 

and less shelter and food 

resources, so it predicts that the 

values for a minimum viable 

population of hedgehogs is likely to 

be between 120 and 250 

individuals within an area of 

habitat between 3.8 and 57 km 2. 

Such figures really emphasise the 

need  for  landscape  sca le 

conservation.  

So when a hedgehog is seen in a 

garden, one could be forgiven for 

thinking that this individual will 

be living most of its life in the near 

vicinity. The fact that they are 
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actually moving far and wide and 

the importance of interconnected 

patches of habitat to support the 

overall population means that 

reversing the decline of hedgehogs 

will be a challenge.  

Targeted conservation action 

requires good evidence to back it 

up, so in the first instance we need 

to know where the remaining 

populations of hedgehogs still 

exist. This year, the Suffolk 

Wildlife Trust is launching its 

county -wide hedgehog survey in a 

concerted effort to obtain sightings 

of both living and dead animals. 

We are expecting that towns like 

Ipswich and Bury St Edmunds still 

support reasonable numbers of 

hedgehogs but we are keen to hear 

of any records across the county. 

Once the survey is complete we 

hope to use this information to 

advise householders, parks and 

land managers on retaining, 

managing and enhancing habitat 

for hedgehogs. 

Simone Bullion  

References 

1David Wembridge (2011) The State of Britainõs Hedgehogs 2011. The Peopleõs Trust for Endangered 

Species 

2Tom Moorhouse (2013) Population viability analysis of hedgehogs in rural and urban habitats. Report 

prepared for The Peopleõs Trust for Endangered Species by WildCRU, University of Oxford. 

The survey will be available to 

complete on Suffolk Wildlife 

Trustõs website : 

www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org from 

March. In the first instance we are 

encouraging people to log past 

sightings, and crucially, where 

they used to see hedgehogs but no 

longer do. By collecting past 

sightings we hope to build on 

anecdotal evidence that people are 

no longer seeing hedgehogs that 

used to regularly visit their 

gardens or local area. This will 

provide a baseline to begin looking 

at what has changed in these areas 

and will help the Trust target its 

conservation effort.  

Alongside the survey we will run a 

campaign to highlight the plight of 

the hedgehog and bring to the 

forefront some of the less well 

known evidence such as their need 

for a much larger range than was 

generally thought. By highlighting 

this we can illustrate just how 

vital connectivity between habitats 

is. Good urban habitat such as 

gardens and allotments is likely to 

be vital for the future of the species 

-ÏÒÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ 3ÕÆÆÏÌË 7ÉÌÄÌÉÆÅ 4ÒÕÓÔȭÓ ÈÅÄÇÅÈÏÇ ÓÕÒÖÅÙ 

http://www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org/hedgehogs
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in the county. We will also be 

trying to capture footage on trail 

cams and setting up hedgehog 

tunnels, where evidence of 

hedgehog activity can be recorded 

by their footprints as they walk 

through a baited tunnel with ink 

and paper.  

As the season continues we will be 

asking for sightings of live and 

dead animals and droppings, with 

the aim of building a robust 

picture of countywide populations. 

Participants will be able to see 

where other sightings have been 

logged near to where they live, and 

this could form the base for whole 

neighbourhood action.  

Joined up thinking as well as 

landscapes will surely deliver the 

best conservation outcomes. By 

calling on the support of a range of 

practitioners including the local 

records centre, park rangers and 

local welfare groups we hope to 

maximise the reach of the survey 

and highlight the urgency of the 

issue. Alarm bells are ringing for 

our hedgehogs and this is only the 

first step, but we hope a concerted 

effort now could well turn around 

their fortunes in Suffolk.  

Kerry Stranix  
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4ÈÅ #ÏÒÁÌ 4ÏÏÔÈ ÉÎ 3ÕÆÆÏÌË�� 

The Coral Tooth is a very rare 

Biodiversity Action Plan [BAP] 

fungus which may be found 

growing on both living and dead 

trees, but usually on dead standing 

trunks of beech and Ash.  

There are very few records from 

Suffolk, they are as follows:  

Two old records from the Ipswich 

area [TM14] on the 13 th  September 

1950 and September 1955.  

One record from Sudbourne [TM45] 

on the 16 th  September 1954, S. C. 

Porter.  

One old [20 thc] record from the 

Mildenhall area [TL77].  

Records from Martlesham Woods 

[TM255463] for October 1984, 

October 1985 and September 27 th  

1986, Reg Evans.  

Neil Mahler discovered a Coral 

Tooth on a fallen Ash tree next to 

the River Orwell over ten years 

ago, only to learn later from the 

Ipswich Park Rangers that it had 

been seen there for a number of 

years but had not been recorded. 

Neil also has a probable record 

found on a large Oak that had 

fallen on the ôRoman Roadõ at 

Dunwich dur ing the 1987 

hurricane. The tree had been cut 

up as it was blocking the footpath.  

 On  October  15 t h  2013 I 

pho tographed  a  wonder fu l 

specimen of the Coral Tooth in the 

Suffolk Wildlife Trustõs Bradfield 

Woods NNR [TL925575]. It was 

growing on a decaying Ash trunk 

which was laying on the ground in 

a clearing in the wood. The 

specimen was in perfect condition 

and was probably one of the most 

attractive fungi I have seen.  

 I discussed the find with the site 

manager Peter Fordham who 

assured me that he would do all he 

could not to disturb the site and 

would also look at measures to 

provide a continuity of habitat in 

the future.  

Arthur Rivett  
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